
 
 

 

Country Quilters
 JANUARY, FEBRUARY, MARCH 2016

Country Quilters
 Board of Directors

Officers:
Co-President

Bonita Kallestad & Vickie Cyr

Vice President
Sandra Schlagel

Treasurer
Cheryl Cooper

Secretary
Cheryl Cooper

Committee Chairs:
Past President

Sharon Banister

Membership
Eileen Twedt

Jan Marquardt

Hostesses
Bev Tharaldson
Betty Knutson

Historian
Bonnie Swenson

Community Service
Gale Johnson
Jackie Orson

Librarians         
Daphne Evenson

Kim Rhody
Jean Ruter

Quilt Show Chair
Kim Rhody

Vice Chair - Linda Kacher

Newsletter/Publicity
Laura Deleski

lauradeleski@charter.net

President’s Notes
 2015 was a busy year for Country Quilters with monthly meetings, 
mini-groups, a president’s fabric challenge, service quilts, MN Quilter’s 
road trip to Willmar in July for Mary Chalmers presentation, and our 
fall Quilt Show. You are an amazing group with so much creativity and 
talent, and willingness to share your knowledge of quilting with each 
other and with the community.  I look forward to Country Quilters 2016.
 I would like to start off 2016 with a Quilt Challenge.  For the Quilt 
Challenge, use ONE COLOR on the color wheel and include fabrics in 
that color from lights to darks, solids or prints (with your one color 
dominate in the print) PLUS white or black OR white and black.  Any 
design, pattern, or size quilted item of your choice by our April 12, 2016 
meeting.  At the January meeting, I will bring an example of a small wall 
hanging I did for the Willmar Area Arts Council “Community Canvas 
Project” where I used several purples and one piece of white on a small 
quilt.  I look forward to seeing some challenge pieces in April.
 The Show and Tell part of our meetings is always wonderful with 
such a variety of lovely items.  At the December meeting, I heard at least 
once, someone say they were showing what had been an unfinished 
project.  That motivated me to finish one of my unfinished projects 
this last month.  The new year is a great time to tackle one or more 
unfinished projects.  Be sure to continue to mention at Show and Tell 
in the upcoming months when you are showing one of your finished 
“unfinished projects” and motivate others to finish theirs.

Wishing you a Happy New Year.
Bonita Kallestad, CQ President

Country Quilters 
has a Website!

In addition to our recently started 
Facebook group, and the blog which 
has been active for a few years now, 

CQ officially has a website! 
Thanks to Sandra Schlagel for 
setting this up for our guild. 

You can check it out at 
www.countryquiltersmn.com

mailto:lauradeleski@charter.net
www.countryquiltersmn.com


Tuesday, January 12th Guild Meeting
Mickey Zimmer and April Zimmer from Sweetwater Cotton Shoppe 
will have a trunk show and presentation about “The World of Minis, 
Moda and Frivols.”  They will also bring project kits and materials 
for their January workshop on English Paper Piecing.

Saturday, January 23rd WORKSHOP
10 am to 1 or 2 pm
Willmar Community and Activity Center
$15 plus materials – guild members
$20 plus materials – nonmembers
Looking for a good winter project?  Learn English Paper Piecing 
from April Zimmer who will explain and demonstrate the technique 
during the first two hours of the workshop.  You can bring your 
own lunch or snack for a noon break.  Afterwards, you can work on 
your project while April is available to answer questions and help 
with your technique.  She has put together a 27” x 27” wall hanging 
kit to use as the class project; however you may choose another 
similar project.  The main class project and other materials will be 
available for purchase after the Sweetwater Cotton Shoppe guild 
presentation on Tuesday, January 12, as well as on the day of the 
class.  A minimum of ten participants is required; maximum 20-25.  
Please reserve a space by emailing sandraschlagel@charter.net.  
Workshop fee and materials are payable directly to Sweetwater 
Cotton Shoppe on January 12 and 23.  You can also purchase 
materials at their store in Paynesville at your convenience.

February 9th Guild Meeting
To be determined.

March 8th Guild Meeting
Sharon Banister, past guild president, will present on her quilt story, 
including the design process she takes when creating her beautiful 
quilts.

Check www.countryquiltersmn.com for new programs and schedule 
changes.

Upcoming Events
Sandra Schlagel, VP

30’s Group
Meets monthly on the first 
Wednesday at the Willmar 

Community Center at 6:00 pm.  

KNOT  CRAZY
MINI  GROUP

The Knot Crazy Mini Group will 
meet on the second Tuesday at the 
Willmar Community Center at 5:30, 

just before Country Quilters.  

Lullaby Quilters
Meets monthly on the third 

Tuesday at the Willmar 
Community Center at 12:30 pm.

Sit & Stitch
Meets monthly on the third 

Tuesday at the Willmar 
Community Center at 5:00 pm.

Fiber Folk 
Mini-Group 

Fiber Folk mini group will meet on 
the Monday, January 25, 2016 

at 1 p.m. at the 
Willmar Community Center 

for a program planning meeting.

Willmar Area Country Quilters Guild
facebook.com/groups/CountryQuilters

facebook.com/groups/CountryQuilters


Quilt in a Day 
Triangle Square Up Ruler 
Shared by Deb Bomstad...

 The Quilt in a Day Triangle 
Square Up Ruler from Eleanor 
Burns is a specialty ruler for 
making half-square and quarter-
square triangles in the easiest 
and most consistent way I’ve ever 
seen. I give it a thumbs-up for 
ease of use and consistent results 
(and I usually hate having to use 
specialty rulers!)
 I’m currently making a quilt 
that calls for 576 half square and 
quarter square triangles and it’s 
made the process SO simple! I 
don’t even pin the intersections 
for sewing, and they still look 
pretty great. 

Tips and Tricks

The Patchwork Quilt
Did Gran’ma ever tell you about the patch-work quilt,
 That lies across the sofa in her room?
It is made from scraps of dresses that she wore when she was young,
 And some of them were woven on a loom,
Sometimes when it is raining and I can’t play out of doors,
 She lets me spread it out upon the floor,
And as I choose the pieces I’d like to hear about,
 She tells me of the dresses that she wore.

It isn’t just the dresses that Gran’ma tells about,
 It’s the things that happen’d when she had them on,
And almost ev’ry piece that’s in that dear old patch-work quilt,
 Holds the mem’ry of a sorrow or a song,
Oh things were very wonderful when Gran’mama was young,
 You ought to hear her tell about it all,
The ladies all were beautiful, the children all were good,
 And the men were all so gallant and so tall.

She calls the quilt her mem’ry bed, and every little piece,
 Is a flower blooming in its scented fold
There are red ones for the roses and blues for “don’t forgets”
 And yellow ones for sunflowers of gold,
There’s one she calls sweet lavender, that smells like baby clothes,
 And one of purple like the sunset skies,
I never ask about these, or the grey one like the rain,
 For when I do dear Gran’ma always cries.

My Gran’ma told me once that life is just a patch-work quilt,
 Of births and deaths and marriages and things,
And that sometimes when you’re looking for a lovely piece of red,
 You only find a knot of faded strings.
But she says the red is redder when it’s by a piece of brown,
 And grey is not so grey by sunny gold;
Oh, I hope I’ll have a lovely patch-work quilt like Gran’mama’s,
 To show to little children when I’m old.
          Natalie Whitted Price.
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Quilt Shows & Shop Hops & More. . .  
+	Quilt Shop Hop, Attention Quilters! We will be taking a coach bus to Mankato and New Ulm for a Quilt Shop Hop ! We will 
go to 4 different quilt shops: Firefly Quilt Shop, River City Quilts, Sewing Seeds Quilt Co., and The Thimble Box. We will spend 
approx. 1 hour at each shop. Lunch will be on your own and we will stop at Applebee’s in Mankato before heading to New Ulm. 
A minimum of 25 needed. Fee: $40 To register call BBE Schools at 320-254-8211. Thursday, February 25, 2016. Departs Brooten 
at 6:45 am and Belgrade at 7:00 am. Return to Belgrade approx. 6:00 pm

+	Minnesota Quilters 38th Annual Show & Conference, June 9-11, 2016, River’s Edge Convention Center, St. Cloud, MN

+	Quilt Minnesota Shop Hop, Celebrating 10 years! July 29-August 14, 2016

Web: www.countryquiltersmn.com     •     Facebook: facebook.com/groups/CountryQuilters
Blog: http://countryquiltersguild.blogspot.com

Country Quilters is a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to promoting and preserving the art of quilting. 

Membership is open to anyone interested in quilts and provides opportunities to meet 
and fellowship with other quilters in Willmar and its surrounding towns. 

Annual dues are $25.00 and visitor fee is $4.00 per meeting.

The Guild meets the second Tuesday evening of every month at 7:00 p.m.
 at the Willmar Community Center located at 624 Hwy. 71 NW, Willmar, MN.

www.countryquiltersmn.com
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